
Player   Pathway   Update   (March   2021)   

  
I   hope   that   this   note   finds   everyone   safe   and   well   in   this   most   challenging   of   times,   and   everyone   is   
looking   forward   to   the   easing   of   restrictions   over   the   coming   months.     
  

I   wrote   to   everyone   in   February   to   keep   you   all   updated   on   the   state   of   the   Player   Pathway   in   Kent   
and   I   am   writing   today   to   let   you   know   about   the   final   plans   for   AC   (county)   activity   this   season.    To   
that   end   we   are   going   to   call   an   end   to   all   AC   activity   this   year.   
  

It   is   clear   that   everyone   will   be   deeply   disappointed   with   this   news,   and   that   sentiment   is   reflected   by   
all   the   coaches,   managers   and   administrators   in   the   Kent   player   pathway.    We   did   not   take   this   
decision   lightly.   
  

I   would   also   like   to   explain   the   key   reasons.   
  

We   have   been   asked   to   keep   hockey   “local”   -   this   means   it   is   not   feasible,   to   ask   people   to   travel  
across   Kent   to   play   hockey.    I   know   that   in   time   this   restriction   will   be   lifted   -   but   at   the   time   of   making   
this   decision   -   the   restrictions   remain   and   it   is   unclear   when   this   will   be   lifted.   
  

Time   is   also   against   us.   We   have   been   told   we   must   comply   with   the   EH   central   calendar   and   the   
earliest   we   could   commence   is   the   18th   April   -    and   that   is   not   sufficient   time   to   complete   the   cycle.   
We   need   time   to   allow   the   kids   to   get   back   to   playing,   run   the   initial   DC   to   AC   trials,   then   the   Tier   1   
assessments   before   we   can   make   the   Tier   2   selections.     
  

I   know   that   some   of   the   counties   are   looking   to   run   some   AC   activity   -   and   we   discussed   the   potential   
to   follow   suit.    We   had   looked   at   running   different   centres   across   the   county   to   reduce   travel   but   this   
brings   with   it   other   logistic   challenges,   not   least   the   need,   ultimately,   to   travel   across   Kent   to   a   single   
location   for   an   overall   selection.     
  

We   also   feel   that   a   lot   of   people   will   be   heading   off   to   well   earned   and   needed   breaks,   and   that   other   
activity   such   as   cricket   will   also   come   into   play.   
  

I   didn’t   want   to   cancel   the   whole   process   for   this   year   (we   cancelled   much   of   last   year)   and   I   wanted   
to   wait   until   the   last   possible   moment,   but   we   have   reached   that   point.   Please   accept   my   sincere   
apologies   for   this,   but   we   are   at   the   mercy   of   our   current   situation.   
  

Anyone   who   has   paid   money   already   will   receive   a   full   refund.    If   that   applies   to   you   please   contact   
Dave   on    kentplayerpathway@outlook.com.   
  

For   those   who   may   be   interested,   the   situation   for   nomination   to   the   Performance   Centres   is   unclear   
at   this   time.    As   soon   as   we   know   more   we   will   let   everyone   know.  

  

For   and   on   behalf   of   Kent   Hockey   Association   

Tom   Ham����n     

Kent   Hockey   Vice-President   -   Juniors   
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