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The past 12 months has been another interesting and demanding period for the KHUA and one where my 
overriding impression is one of consolidation following the rationalisation and strengthening put in place last 
year.  Much has been achieved and the Association is sound overall and continues to move forward.   
 
 
Umpire Availability  
 
In general, umpire availability has been satisfactory.  For men’s fixtures there continues to be a shortage most 
weeks which has again resulted in several clubs needing to self-provide but a few new men’s umpires are 
coming through and it is anticipated that this should help to offset the loss of established senior umpires as 
they retire.  For women’s fixtures, umpires have been appointed to all but a few games at Kent Premier level 
and above and where this has not been possible it was largely due to last minute illness or unexpected injury.  
A number of umpire courses have again taken place in the County having been sponsored and arranged by 
Kent clubs so additional umpires should come through in due course.  The bad weather earlier this season 
generated a large number of re-arranged fixtures with some clubs having to option other than to use Sundays 
and mid-week evenings to play outstanding games.  Umpire availability on days other than Saturday, 
particularly on the men’s side, has always been poor and this did present a few challenges but these were 
resolved successfully.    
 
 
GDPR 
 
This was major task which was particularly challenging to comprehend and find a way forward given the 
rigidity of the EU Regulation and associated UK Data Act requirements.  KHUA is fully compliant with the 
requirements of GDPR. 
 
 
EH Umpire Review 
 
This ongoing review, initiated at the request of clubs, ‘grew’ beyond its original scope, generating significant 
change in the umpiring world and we do not yet fully understand the full impacts will be.  KHUA remains 
engaged on the work and have been providing advice and input where feasible and requested.  It is still 
relatively early days in the overall process and no doubt current thinking will evolve further as the initiative 
continues to move forward; KHUA is holding a ‘wait and see’ approach for now and until improved granularity 
on the potential impacts is available. 
 
New National League Structure 
 
A few Kent umpires have recently been nominated by their regional body to be assessed ‘out of county’ for the 
new NPUA Level 3 C Panel needed to support the revised National Leagues structure for next season; 
approximately 50% of those so assessed were successful and will be promoted to Level 3 on 1 September 
2019.  
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